MSU-Shiga
Summer Environmental Studies Program

Tentative dates: July 18 - August 14, 2009



Applications are invited for the 2009 MSU-Shiga Summer
Environmental Studies Program. Pending funding, the
Asian Studies Center of Michigan State University will
be offering a two-way summer exchange program or
high school students and teachers in cooperation with
Shiga Womens College and Shiga University. Three high
school teachers and nine students from Japan will travel
to Michigan, where they will join three Michigan teachers
and nine Michigan high school students for a ten day joint
environmental exploration focusing on Great Lakes and
other water quality issues in Michigan [July 19-August
1]. On August 2, the
group will travel to
Japan together, where
they will investigate
the water quality and
other environmental
issues [August 3-14]
of Lake Biwa and the
Yodo River basin. If
funded, this program
will be made possible
again this year thanks
; ; to a generous grant
Lake Biwa and the Yodo River basin [from the U.S.-Japan
Foundation.

InMichigan, participants willbe housed inan MSU residence
hall for most of the program, and Michigan participants
will host a Japanese participant for brief homestays. In
Japan, the Michigan students and teachers will be hosted
in homestays by Japanese families. Participants will do
water quality testing in both the US and Japan and will
write up their results for presentation; writeups will be
done jointly on the last day in Japan.



The program will consist of four parts:

1) A one-day pre-program orientation for students
and their families on a Saturday prior to the
start of the program (date to be announced.)

2) A ten day study tour in Michigan [July 19-31]

3) A ten day study tour of Japan focusing on Lake
Biwa, the Yodo River basin, and the cities of
Osaka and Kyoto [August 2-13].

4) A possible panel presentation at the Michigan
Science Teachers Annual Conference in 2008
(voluntary).

Participants must:
* have a valid U.S. passport

* ensure that they have medical insurance that will
cover them while in Japan

*transportthemselvesto and fromthe airport where
the flights will originate (probably Detroit).

* Host a Japanese partner and provide gifts for
their host families in Japan

* provide their own funds for costs they incur that
are not covered by the program, including some
meals and transportation. A program fee of $200
or less may also be required.

The students will be accompanied, both in Japan and the
U.S., by the MSU Program coordinator, William Londo.
Sites to be visited in Michigan include The Great Lakes
Science Museum, Mackinac Island, and the Soo locks. In
Japan, the group will visit Lake Biwa, several sites along
the Yodo river, and tour the cities of Kyoto and Osaka.



For further information and application materials for this
program, visit
http://asianstudies.msu.edu/Japanenvstudies/.

For more information, contact
William Londo
Associate Director
Asian Studies Center
Michigan State University
301 International Studies
East Lansing, MI 48824
ph. 517-353-1680
londo@msu.edu
http://asianstudies.msu.edu




